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I travelled to the Pleasance theatre today to see the show and it was well worth it (even if it was a 220 mile round trip!).

I went with a couple of friends, and we saw both the Catskills and The Crumps in a double-bill, and found them both hilarious. Fantastic comedy value and superb acting from all the cast.

Which was my favourite of the two....?
For met it was the CATSKILLS - I found the story had all the qualities of good, fun, comedy entertainment. The humour was fantastic and had most of the audience rolling around in their seats. What I liked about the humour, was that you couldn't neccessarily see the wit approaching - and suprising the audience with humour always works the best. In fact Sam Lester and Ed Rowlands especially seemed to keep reaching into a bucket of one-liners just to keep the audience clutching their sides begging for mercy.

The acting was superb, and I don't wish to miss anyone out, but for me the stars of the show were Sam Lester - a brilliant actor with obvious acting talent, capturing the audience's attention to hang on to every word. Julia Michaelson - for her superb acting (if it makes sense... she didn't seem to be acting!). Ed Rowlands for his ability to keep the audience smiling and laughing throughout. The rest of the company also performed excellently, especially Hank's mom (Lainey Shaw).


"The Crumps" was also great, but I found it a little harder to follow the story line - but none-the-less an excellent show also, and the use of humour mean't that the story line was easily picked up... in fact, at one point I was laughing so violently I think the person sat next to me was getting a free massage from the seats shaking! Perhaps - this was why I couldn't follow the story line so well?

In truth, this is the best fringe theatre show I have EVER seen and I was thoroughly impressed by all the actors and actresses.

Keep up the sterling work guys and galls, and I hope to see you all again soon!

	Review of Crumps Vs Catskills
"World of the Wonderfully Weird" by Amber Gregory for remotegoat
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Crumps v Catskills
These two plays were both written and directed by Dean M Drinkel and are playing at the Pleasance Theatre on alternate nights. Although the plays can 'hint' of what has happened in the previous play, both are individual in their own right and you don't have to see one to enjoy the other. What is great however after seeing both the performances is seeing this group of actors playing such diverse characters in both the plays. 

The Catskills
At the start of this play we are introduced to Hank, the dumbest and ugliest man you will ever meet. In the first 10 minutes after the consistent repetition of his name by his slutty wife and overbearing mother in a Southern American accent you may feel as though you are watching an episode of King of the Hill. However- when you introduced to his plastic animals; the all in white scientist like aliens; a brain washing devise - you suddenly realise you are no longer watching King of the Hill, but then you have absolutely no idea what it is you are watching. After a good 10-15 minutes of feeling utterly bewildered and trying to work out what the hell is going on you simply realise that it doesn't matter after all, as this is funny stuff! What I can only describe as experimental comedy this 80 minute play will not let your attention drop for one moment as we witness the weird become the bizarre. Throughout the play we are constantly introduced to new characters, who do not really further the plot, but continue to entertain us and make us laugh even more. In particular we see an outstanding performance from Sam Lester, who as chief alien is increasingly funny, and even if you don't have a clue what it is he's going on about his alien voice is enough to amuse anyone, and also make you feel just a little bit freaked out! As the play draws to an end and the small stage fills with all 10 actors you can see how much they are all enjoying the performance themselves which creates a sense of mutual enjoyment in the small audience space. This is not five star acting- but it's not supposed to be. The accents are dodgy, the costumes ridiculous, the plot…. what plot? I have to say I don't really have any clue what this play was about. I have to say- I enjoyed it.

The Crumps
Meet the Crumps. Dead Grandad Crump; Pater Crump; the two Crump sons, with their increasingly freaky wives. Dead Grandad Crump spends most of the performance lying at the side of the stage in a red Halloween mask being constantly scrubbed with a sponge by Lindsey Crump who seems to have an obsession with cleaning and yellow washing gloves. Then there are the slutty nuns and drunk Father Hanson. This dysfunctional family (with other random characters) have all come together for the memorial of Grandad Crump- a memorial that we never actually see, for is he even dead? (a question that I feel I may never know the answer to). Another performance which bears some resemblance to The Catskills; fake teeth; freaky sound effects, a narrative voice-over by one of the characters; and also in the fact that it makes little sense. We also have a trip to a psychic which is wonderfully acted by Edward Rowland who we see change from one bizarre character to another before our very eyes. How this scene fits in to the rest of the play is still a mystery to me but it has to be one of the most classic scenes I have ever seen at the theatre. I also feel that I must comment on the performance of Ed Ward as his transformation from Hank to Harold Crump is astonishing and these two extremely different characters are very well acted in both the plays. I wasn't as gripped with The Crumps as I had been with The Catskills. There were funny moments in it, but not as continuous as the previous performance. As a lot the characters were from one family, and most scenes took part in the family house (no trip to outer space in this performance) I thought I may be able to understand more of it- but I didn't. However it was still fun to watch and all the characters created were very watchable and entertaining. All in all a good show.

