	Review of Caught By The Tail
"Hilarious ooh la la la!" by aline waites for remotegoat on 13/04/08
	[image: image1.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.remotegoat.co.uk/images/star.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.remotegoat.co.uk/images/star.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.remotegoat.co.uk/images/gstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4.png]





CAUGHT BY THE TAIL by Georges Feydeau
At the Pentameters until 20th April then Yvonne Arnaud Mill Studio, Guilford **** 

We are told on great authority that even dying is not as difficult as farce. True or not, farce does require a set of quite individual skills. Though often dismissed as light entertainment, it is actually a precise art, dealing in complicated plots, misunderstandings, unbelievable coincidences with some come hither, but totally unglamorous sexual antics involving the loss of outer garments - most especially in the male trouser department. They also need many doors for people to escape detection, cupboards for them to escape into and, of course, comical foreigners who helpfully misunderstand everything. 

The French farces of Georges Feydeau deal in all these things and Caught by the Tail (Un Fil a la patte) - formerly known as "Fly in the Ointment" has all the required ingredients. Extra spice is added by the fact that they are set during La Belle Epoque in Paris and often concern characters from the demi-monde.

This plot hinges entirely on one lie that Fernand Bois d'Enghien tells his soon to be ex mistress - cabaret singer Lucette (loosely based on Yvette Guilbert from the Moulin Rouge). He cannot bring himself to say he must abandon her as he is about to marry a beautiful young heiress Vivienne. In his fiancee's eyes and the eyes of her dragon of a mother, he is a hero without a blot on his character, so it is imperative for him to keep his amorous liaison a secret. "Here's to our wives and sweethearts, may they never meet" goes the toast - and never is it more true than in the case of poor, silly love rat Fernand. A perfect set up for a farce.

"Farce is extraordinary things happening to ordinary people" and what is impressive about this production is that the characters are totally honest and never play for laughs. As Fernand, Matt Hebden is handsome and well cast, convincingly romancing both ladies and becoming more and more distraught, as the deception begins to catch up with him. Both the objects of his affection are very attractive and well contrasted. The fiery and passionate Lucette is played by brunette, Emily Holden and the sweet and innocent Vivienne who secretly longs to marry a roue with a murky past is blonde Fiona McGregor.

Lesley-Anne Webb plays a Scottish maid who cannot understand the language, so everything has to be repeated to her in a strong Glaswegian accent. Raymond Daniel-Davies is dominant as the crazy foreigner General Irrigua. The unfortunate Fontanet who cannot understand why everyone smells a bad odour when he is around is Nicholas Evans and the pathetic scapegoat Bouzin who takes the rap for every else's misfortunes is played by J.T.Eaton.

The characters are without exception well played, very funny and well directed by Michael Friend, who also produces.

